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The proposal is to examine how to write a 

“global history of heritage preservation”, 

taking Europe and Asia as principal references. 

One can here respond to a series of questions, 

such as: what is meant by ‘heritage’ and 

‘historic preservation’ in this global 

perspective? What issues would need to be 

examined and critically compared in such a 

history? More specifically: how are these 

notions interpreted in the different cultural 

contexts?  

The modern theory of restoration dates from 

the 20th century, and the international doctrine 

has evolved mainly since the Second World 

War. What have been the forms of 

interchange of influences and ‘cross-

fertilization’ between east and west, over 

time? How have these been integrated into 

current conservation policies? There have 

certainly been periods when foreign 

dominant powers have imposed priorities on 

local traditions. Certainly, this is a political 

issue, but it should also be examined in 

reference to the philosophical and cultural 

approaches in different regions.  

Traditional houses in the historic centre of Kyoto. These wooden structures have retained their traditional layout 
even though the external appearance has been subject to gradual change and modernisation, however built in 
traditional technology. 

Saint Sophia in Kiev: Russian Orthodox church with 
Byzantine influence originally built in the 11th century. It 
was seriously damaged in the 17th century, rebuilt in 
baroque style. Recent reconstruction is based on 
archaeological evidence. 



Safeguarding inherited resources is not limited to modern world. There are also traditional 

approaches to defining and safeguarding, repairing and maintaining heritage, which 

continue being practised locally in Europe and Asia. Such traditions are often recognized as 

part of our contemporary doctrine. Indeed, the notion of ‘outstanding universal value’ 

introduced by the World Heritage Convention is becoming a new reference framework for 

defining heritage and safeguarding policies. The conservation of cultural heritage is 

fundamentally a cultural issue, a counterpoint to the challenges of the increasingly 

mechanised and industrialized ‘global world’.  
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